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• Great Power Competition re-emerges
• China re-asserts itself as peer competitor
• Russia: Anti-western/Anti-liberal
• Narrative of fabricated mythological identity
• Return of buffer zone 
• Restore prestige as superpower
• Power & fear as currency
• NATO Refocus on Art 5 
• 2% defence spending?

2014: The shock of the old 
& Europe’s apathy



Russia's missile deployment in Kaliningrad ups the 
stakes for Nato

Jonathan Marcus Diplomatic correspondent 

9 October 2016

http://www.bbc.com/news/correspondents/jonathanmarcus


NL defensieuitgaven in % BNP

1962 1972 1982 1992 2002 2012

4,12% 2,82% 3,09% 2,21% 1,45% 1,25%

2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2025

1,12% 1,13% 1,19% 1,37% 1,39% 2.00% 2,49%

Personeelsuitgaven > 30%
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New realities for defence policy

• Genocidal war, return of total war

• Existential war & war for the future of Europa (says Lavrov)

• New Cold War but much more unstable

• US Mil contribution huge, essential & uncertain

• Support Ukraine, buy strategic time

• 3% to Fund NATO SC 2022: Towards a new 
deterrence strategy

• Deterrence by denial, Defend is that fails

• Prevent Russian limited fait accompli incursion 

• Prevent but also prepare for attritional warfare

• Rediscover nuclear deterrence

• Prepare for industrial war

• + 0,5% for reducing US dependency

• + 1.5% for societal resilience







Why 3-3,5%: 

new deterrence strategy & capability shortfalls

• Field between 70 and 80 percent of the forces and of the enablers

• increase overall readiness of large combat forces:

• 100,000 troops in ten days (tier 1), 300,000 within ten to thirty days (tier 2), 500,000 
more within one to six months (tier 3), be prepared to field 70 to 80 percent of these 
forces by the end of the decade.

• Build up a six-month inventory of ammunition, fuel, and spare parts at high 
consumption rate

• Solve Europe’s lack of critical enablers & long-range strike capabilities

• Reduce overdependency on US: Acquire / develop

• Integrated drone, air & missile defence

• aerial refueling & heavy lift

• intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance assets 

• electronic warfare, airborne surveillance

• maritime patrolling

• space-based capabilities 

• suppression of enemy air-defense (including 5th Gen fighters)

• Long range precision strike.



https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2025/02/25/mind-the-gaps-europes-to-do-list-for-defense-without-the-us/
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